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1.  Why do you think so many young people enjoyed the changes of the 1920s?  
      ________________________________________________________________________ 
      ________________________________________________________________________ 
      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.  Based on the above reading, complete the webs below: 
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INVENTIONS 
that changed 

the 1920s 

In the 1920s, there were many technological and social changes occurring.  A 
new kind of woman was emerging:  the flapper.  She wore new clothing styles, 
bobbed her hair and drove fast cars.  “Is the ‘old-fashioned girl’, with all she stands 
for in sweetness, modesty and innocence, in danger of becoming extinct?” wondered 
one magazine in 1921. 

The invention of radio, movies, and newspapers created national heroes and 
heroines.  Some of the best loved heroes of the 1920s were athletes, and the most 
popular was Babe Ruth.  Perhaps the greatest hero of the decade was an aviator 
named Charles Lindbergh.  Also during the 1920s, a new type of music called jazz 
was developed by brilliant and young musicians like Louis Armstrong, Bessie Smith 
and Duke Ellington.  This new form of music swept the U.S. and spread quickly 
around the world. 

In New York, the development of jazz, and a movement of black writers like 
Langston Hughes formed what was known as the Harlem Renaissance.  It allowed 
African Americans to celebrate their heritage while protesting prejudice and racism. 
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Name:____________________________________________ Date:__________________    S.S. 8 
 

FAMOUS PEOPLE WHO INFLUENCED CULTURAL CHANGE IN THE 1920s 
 
 

 

 
Directions: As you listen to each speaker, match the person with the correct information 
 
 
 
 

The 1920s were years of drastic changes not only here in the United States but throughout the world. 
World War I has just ended and the men have come home to some changes that will not be reversed.  A 
popular new music, Jazz, has combined with a restless and carefree spirit to change peoples’ lives. The 
economy is booming and many Americans are prospering. The traditional values of an earlier age are clashing 
with the new values of a growing urban America. Prohibition has created a new kind of organized turmoil for 
America, especially in the cities. Cultures are clashing in the large cities as racial tensions increase when 
American soldiers return to take back jobs they temporarily left to go to war. Returning war heroes are now 
displacing African Americans, Mexicans, and newly arrived European Immigrants. 
 

     Louis Armstrong        Al Capone                      Langston Hughes 
 
                                  Henry Ford        Charles Lindbergh     
 
                   Babe Ruth                        Charlie Chaplin          Coco Chanel 
 

I developed the first short black dress that would later be used by 
the racy flappers. Flappers were both socially popular as well as 
socially ridiculed for their dress, fashion and lifestyle. 
 
I developed the first affordable automobile called the Model-T. 
 
I was one of the first African American Jazz artists of the 20’s. I 
took a melody and instilled rhythm and improvisation to make it 
sound even better!  
 
I am a man who was considered a criminal by many, and kept 
speakeasies open. As a gangster I bribed government agents  
(g-men) and police to “look the other way.” 
 
I was pretty famous for flying a plane over the Atlantic Ocean in 
1927.  
 
I made people think about the problems in society, yet made them 
laugh and cry with my comedic ways.  
 
I am considered one of the greatest African-American poets. In the 
1920s, my poems won praise for their beauty and their expression 
of racial pride.  
 
 

I am a celebrity Yankee baseball player that took Americans’ minds off 
of their daily lives and provided them with entertainment!  
 
 
 
 
 

2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________ 

4. _________________________ 

5. _________________________ 

6. _________________________ 

7. _________________________ 

8. _________________________ 

1. _________________________ 


